


Who do you want to be?

I ask this for one reason: Who you are will define what you do. This is true every time. The enemy has

known this since the beginning when he tempted Eve with her identity. He said she would be “like

God” even though she was already made in his image. (Genesis 3:5). We see this again in the book of

Matthew when the devil appears to Jesus and tempts him three times by questioning his identity, saying

“if You are the Son of God…” do this. (Matthew 4:1-11). The enemy is after your identity. If he can

get you to question who you are, then you will never do what you are created to do. So now the

question is this: Who has God created you to be? Or better yet: How do you get there? As Christians

we need to have a goal of who we want to be. We need to seek the Kingdom above anything else. Our

desire should be the kind of person who lives in such a way where God’s Kingdoms becomes the

reality in which we live from, in, and for. That sounds beautiful, but how do we get there? The answer

is short. Training. Lots of Training.

The Bible states it this way:

“If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in

the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. Have nothing to do with

irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value,

godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to

come.” (1 Tim 4:6-8, ESV)

In the same way that; we would train our cardio to run longer, train our muscles to lift heavier things,

or train our minds to solve problems, we need to train ourselves in godliness to accomplish God’s will

here on earth. The prophet Jeremiah was given a very hard task. He was to warn people of their

unbelief and apostasy and the consequences that would come as a result. One of the things that he saw

was that the righteous were persecuted and the wicked prospered. In Jeremiah 12:4, Jeremiah

complains to God about what he has endured as one of God’s chosen. Let’s look at how God responds

to Jeremiah’s complaint.

“If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you, how will you compete

with horses?

And if in a safe land you are so trusting, what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?”

(Jer 12:5, ESV)

God expected him to not just compete with men, but with horses. How will we ever compete with

horses when we get tired of running with men? Again, the answer is simple: Training… and lots of it.

God calls us to a higher standard as Christians. We were never meant to just “go with the flow”. He has

called us to train ourselves in godliness so that we can “run with horses”. So how can we train?

Much like training for a race or sporting event, we train with repetition and consistency. We train with

prayer, worship, confession, serving, fellowship and studying the Word of God. It is never too late to

start training, but it is of the utmost importance that you start your training now instead of later. How

else will we run with horses?
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